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Awards for One of Willow’s investments
Alex King, The Managing Director of The Local Bookkeeper, has been nominated for two separate awards in the Gatwick Diamond Awards to be presented on the 4th March 2010. ‘Business Person of the Year’ and ‘Young Entrepreneur of the Year’
The company, The Local Bookkeeper has also been nominated for the ‘Award for Customer Delight’.

We are delighted for Alex and everyone in the business. The recognition is thoroughly deserved. 

The Local Bookkeeper Ltd has developed rapidly. It has increased its presence from 9 franchises when we invested in 2008 to currently 57. Each franchise is focussed on local businesses in a defined area with the expectation that each franchise will become a multi book keeper operation. The management, led by Alex, is strong and enthusiastic which suits the supportive environment needed for a franchise operation. It is expected that the business will continue to expand in the UK and internationally with the current franchise as well as introducing new complementary franchises.
Business Person Of the Year

Sponsored by Barclays Commercial Bank

The Winner will need to demonstrate that they are committed to growing their Gatwick Diamond based business, increasing headcount, developing/inspiring people and Innovation and involvement in the local business community.



· Finalist 1: David Butcher - GD Steering Group
· Finalist 2: John Donaldson - Arora Hotels Limited
· Finalist 3: Alex King - The Local Bookkeeper
 

Young Entrepreneur of the Year

Sponsored by Gatwick Green Consortium

The winner of this category will need to show true Entrepreneurship in leading their Gatwick Diamond based business. The awards recognise entrepreneurs who demonstrate success through innovation, planning, personal commitment and the taking of calculated business risks.




· Finalist 1: Matt Turner - Creative Pod Ltd
· Finalist 2: Alex King - The Local Bookkeeper
· Finalist 3: Daniel Clarke - Red Anywhere Catering Limited
The Award for Customer Delight

Sponsored by Basepoint Centres

The Winner of this Award will demonstrate how the goal of Customer Delight is at the heart of their business, staff, products and services with a measurable track record in attracting and keeping customers.




· Finalist 1: Arora Hotels Limited
· Finalist 2: International Logistics Group Limited
· Finalist 3: The Local Bookkeeper UK
